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Mavalipuram can also show a vigorous and broad treatment of
animals which is directly derived from the canons fixed by the Gupta
artists. Perhaps we may even say that here the Indian art of repre-
senting animals, of which we saw the beginnings at Sarnath and
Safichi, reaches its height What majesty there is in the group of
elephants in adoration before the descent of the waters, to the right of
the cascade, where they seem to be presiding in the name of the
animal kingdom over the august mystery (Fig. 64)!l What life there
is in the " ascetic cat" standing on its hind legs a little farther on
(Fig. 66)! And what supreme elegance in the pair of deer which
look on at the scene from the mouth of a cave opposite, on the left-
hand side, with the lifelike action of the stag scratching his nose with
his hind foot (Fig. 67)! Moreover, the cliff of the Ganga is not the
only one which has masterpieces to show. There is another rock-
carving which has preserved for us an admirable and intensely life-
like pastoral scene of the milking of a cow, which is licking her calf's
back with a deft movement of the tongue (Fig. 68). More amazing
still is the monolithic sculptured block showing a family of monkeys,
with the male picking vermin off the female while she suckles her
two little ones: here again we have a keenly observed scene, as hu-
morous as it is realistic (Fig. 69).
Special mention should be made of the detailed groups in the
reliefs at Mavalipuram which represent nude figures: the goddesses,
dancing female genii, and water-nymphs in the Descent of the
Ganga, to which we referred above; the group of the Pallava king
Mahendravarman and his wives,2 and the group of Lakshmi and the
elephants, surrounded by her women (Gaja-Lakshmi), in the cave of
the varaha avatdra (avatar of the boar), the group of Parvati hold-
ing the little Skanda on her knees in the Dharmaraja-ratha, and the
1  See the comparison with the splendid elephants in the relief of Isurumuniya,
Anuradhapura, Ceylon, "so impressive in their quiet dignity and truth," by A. M.
Hocart in Ceylon Journal of Science, Section G, Archzokgy, Vol. I, Pt 3 (January 13,
1927), p. 96, and PL XLVIII.
2  See Annual Bibliography of Indian Archaeology for 1926 (Leiden, 1928), PL VII.